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Profile:

ACAB has been representing the country’s freight forwarding sector since 1992. Initially it was AACAB (Association of Air Cargo Agents of Bangladesh) which was amended as ACAB (Association of Cargo Agents of Bangladesh) in 1998 to cover both sea & air affairs. The other freight forwarders organization IFFAB started its activities after 2000. ACAB was running its activities keeping in view the overwhelming requirements of the country’s and the world economic activities. As a result, ACAB participated actively with the FAPAA, SAFFFA and FIATA activities.

Economic Trend:

The major products from Bangladesh are Readymade Garments (RMG), Finished Leather, Jute Goods, Jute Yarn, Handicrafts, Fish & Dry Fish. Out of which, 76% are RMG exports in respect to value. The country has successfully maintained its uprising trend in Readymade Knitwear products this year but expecting a major blow in the Readymade woven wear sector after the post-MFA era. 

Bangladesh employment of two million workers in the RMG sector is in a pendulum situation because of the post-MFA situation especially in the RMG sector.

In 2003-2004, Bangladesh have significantly improved in its all item of exports. It has earned USD 5686.09 million in 2003-04 which is 18 and in July’04-March’05 earned USD 4728.14 million. The overall volume of business of this trade has been contributing much in earning foreign exchange to develop national economy.

Cargo handling at Dhaka Airport:

Outbound perishable cargo:


Outbound dry cargo:

	Year
	MT
	
	Year
	MT

	2001-2002
	23622
	
	2001-2002
	44510

	2002-2003
	24466
	
	2002-2003
	48882

	2003-2004
	26746
	
	2003-2004
	48440


Inbound dry cargo: 

	Year
	MT

	2001-2002
	33952

	2002-2003
	34665

	2003-2004
	39887


It may be noted that ACAB members have handled almost 90% of the outbound dry cargo traffic from Bangladesh. As without ACAB ID card no civilians are entitled to enter into the cargo premises of the ZIA Int’l Airport.

Election of Executive Committee for 2005-2006: 

The term of Executive Committee expired in February’05. As per Memorandum and Articles of Association, the process of election of EC is required to be started 90 days prior to the date of election. And as per new govt. order the charge of the association is to be handed over to the newly elected EC in a general meeting. And as such the last EC for 2003-2004 of the association took all necessary steps for holding election of EC for 2005-2006. They appointed Election Board and Election Appeal Boards. These two boards took all necessary measures to hold election of EC. In this way the new EC for 2005-2006 was formed. In the early part of February’05 the new Executive Committee took over charge of the association ceremoniously in a general meeting. 
Current ACAB Executive Committee for 2005-2006 formally took its charge and started activities from 2nd February 2005:

	Sl.no.
	Name 
	Position 
	Company 

	01
	Capt. Md. Saifur Rahman
	President 
	EBD Ltd.

	02
	Mr. S. A. Ashraf Abdullah
	Sr. Vice President
	Transair International Ltd.

	03
	Mr. Md. Nasir Uddin Mahmud
	Vice President 
	Crown Logistics Ltd.

	04
	Mr. Md. Abu Baker Sarker 
	General Secretary 
	All-trans Cargo Services Ltd.

	05
	Mr. Zahid Hossain 
	Asstt. General Secretary 
	Awards Transportation Ltd.

	06
	Mr. M. A. Sobhan
	Asstt. General Secretary 
	Sunnytrans Int’l Ltd.

	07
	Mr. Sultan Ahmed 
	Treasurer 
	M/S Concord Express

	08
	Mr. Demien Gonsalves 
	Public Relation Secretary 
	United Services Agency 

	09
	Mr. Md. Mafizul Islam
	Port Affairs Secretary
	Mukta Enterprise 

	10
	Mr. Md. Saidur Rahman
	Port Affairs Secretary 
	Prime Logistics Ltd.

	11
	Mr. Md. Shahnewaz 
	EC Member
	Tower Freight Logistics Ltd.

	12
	Mr. S. M. Bakhtiar 
	EC Member
	Active Logistics 

	13
	Mr. Md. Anwar Iqbal 
	EC Member
	Transparent Cargo Services Ltd.

	14
	Mr. Shamim Ul Huq
	EC Member
	Maersk Logistics Bangladesh Ltd.

	15
	Mr. Mofizur Rahman Chowdhury
	EC Member 
	Maple Consolidations Ltd.


The new EC after taking over charge has taken initiatives to revitalize the activities of the association. 

They have formed some important decisions to gear up activities like formation of the following Sub-Committees in different sectors:
1. Membership Sub-Committee.

2. Ocean Affairs Sub-Committee

3. Foreign Affairs Sub-Committee

4. Air Affairs Sub-Committee 

5. Govt. Affairs Sub-Committee

6. Training Sub-Committee

7. Publication Sub-Committee

8. Fund Raising Sub-Committee

9. ACAB-IFFAB Coordination Sub-Committee

10. Arbitration Sub-Committee

The new Sub-Committees have started their activities in full swing.

ACAB-IFFAB Unification:  
In Bangladesh, two trade bodies for freight forwarding business like ACAB - Association of Cargo Agents of Bangladesh & IFFAB -International Freight Forwarders Association of Bangladesh, have been working. Government of Bangladesh (GOB) passed an order for formation of one single national trade body in the country merging the above two organizations. GOB also formed a committee with the President, The Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce & Industry (Apex trade body) as convenor and representatives of both trade bodies as members. The committee held meetings and prepared a Memorandum and Articles of Association for the said national trade body and submitted to the Govt. for approval. The matter of 
unification of two trade bodies is under process. It is expected that the process of unification will be over very soon.

In recent time both ACAB and IFFAB have been working together to solve some problems of the trade. And as such the spirit of coordination between the two trade bodies has been improving which will be very much helpful for expansion of the trade and for the freight forwarders to serve its interest commonly.

Licensing Rules:

Absence of licensing rules in freight forwarding trade was felt in Bangladesh since long past. Ministry of Commerce, of GOB issued directives for formation of licensing policy and framing of licensing rules for freight forwarders of the country to bring discipline in the trade. In pursuance of the same directives, National Board of Revenue (NBR), in the early part of this year initiated taking steps for framing licensing rules under the existing Customs Act. In connection with this exercise the NBR authority has advised both ACAB and IFFAB to place suggestions on behalf of freight forwarders for inclusion in the new licensing rules. And as such ACAB and IFFAB are working for preparation of a draft suggestions for submission to NBR soon. It is expected that the proposed licensing rules will bring discipline in the trade. The currently elected EC is very much busy since March 2005 to formulate a policy for the greater interest of the forwarders and its exporters. 

ACAB Newsletter:
Since 2001 this association is publishing a monthly newsletter under the title “ACAB news”. At least 500 copies of newsletters are published 

and distributed in each month among the members of the association, all airlines operating in Bangladesh, shipping lines, high Govt. and semi Govt. organizations, different Govt. Ministries, newspapers and news media, high intellectuals, bankers, trade leaders etc. The contents of the newsletter include an editorial, report on the ACAB’s activities, trade and industry news, features, articles, etc. The feedback from the readers on the quality of newsletter is encouraging. This newsletter has been helpful to disseminate knowledge among readers and specially the new personnel on the trade.

4th SAFFFA Annual General Meeting:
Holding of the 4th SAFFFA (South Asia Federation of Freight Forwarders Associations) Annual General Meeting on 28th-29th February 2004 in Dhaka, Bangladesh, hosted by ACAB was an important event. The two-day conference was held in Dhaka Sheraton Hotel and attended by delegates from five SAARC countries; India, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka besides host Bangladesh. The inauguration ceremony was held in Hotel Sheraton, Dhaka and attended by members of the freight forwarding community, senior officials of the govt. and semi govt. organizations and top business leaders. The then honorable Minister for Commerce, govt. of Bangladesh was the chief guest. The chief guest in his address emphasized on the need for regional cooperation among the freight forwarding trade bodies and organizations for greater interest of the freight forwarding business. He also opined that such cooperation is urgently necessary to protect the interest of this trade in this age of globalization. An impressive souvenir was published to commemorate the holding of the conference. A number of resolutions were adopted to gear up activities of the organization.  

A new Executive Committee of SAFFFA was unanimously elected with Mr. Islam Salim of Pakistan as Chairman, Capt. Md. Saifur Rahman of Bangladesh as Secretary General, Mr. Syed Golam Mowla as Executive Board Member for a two-year term. Mr. Helaluddin Akbar, past President of ACAB was elected as Advisor of SAFFFA.

Membership Strength: 

Since the 1st quarter of 2004 a good response from the business community has been observed in joining the freight forwarding trade. The total no. of membership of this association is now 340 from what it was lastly reported to have been 280. 

Employment Opportunity: 

The 340 member companies of this association have created new employment opportunity in the country. A large number of unemployed youths have been recruited in these organizations.

Liaison with National and International Organizations:

ACAB, always took initiative membership and has been maintaining liaison with all related international organizations like FIATA, FAPAA  and SAFFFA (South Asia Federation of Freight Forwarders Associations) and participated in their important events. Similarly, ACAB has obtained membership of related national and apex trade bodies like, FBCCI (The Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and Industry), Shippers Council of Bangladesh etc. Besides, it has been maintaining liaison with related govt./semi govt. organizations like Ministry of Commerce, Civil Aviation and Shipping, Bangladesh Bank (Central Bank), Biman Bangladesh Airlines (National Airlines), CAAB (Civil Aviation Authority of Bangladesh), BSAA (Bangladesh Shipping Agents Association), ICSA (International Container Shipping  

Association). The object of such liaison is to solve the problems of the members of the association and the freight forwarding trade of the country.

Role in Policy Formation:

Since its birth, ACAB Executive Committee has been playing a prominent role in the national policy formulation in connection with this trade. In formulation of policy and licensing rules, the management played vital role in the year 2000. Again during last two years ACAB President and General Secretary has been playing important role as members of the National Committee on Fruits and Vegetables Exports from Bangladesh. Besides, ACAB representatives has been playing active role in making amendments of the Foreign Exchange Regulation Act 1947 of Bangladesh initiated by the Central Bank. 

Airport Security: 

Of late ACAB members are being provided with security card upon verification by the police department. Several scanning machines have been set up at the Dhaka Airport for the security measures of cargo and its craft. 

Prepared jointly by:
Mr Zahid Hossain Firoze, Asst. General Secretary, ACAB

& Mr Raisur Rahman, ACAB Office Secretary

To be attended by: 
Mr Demien Gonsalves

Public Relation Secretary, ACAB
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